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DII COE Alerts Services Technical Working Group (TWG) Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date: 2 May 2001

Meeting Location: MITRE facility in Reston, VA

Attendees: Chuck Autry, Grace Baratta-Perez, Michael Behrens, Cindy Biscoll, Eric Johnson, Anna Kinne, Steven Lew, Rick Miller, Mike Mishler, Jesse Pirocchi, Brian Pulis, Ileana Reisch, Rob Sanders, Rob Schnoor, Mike Smeltzer, Robert Warren, Esther Williams, Jean Wyllie, and Chuanfu Xie.

Contact information for each attendee, as provided on TWG attendance sheet, was e-mailed to attendees only on 4 May 2001.

1. The meeting started off with introductions, a review of meeting minutes and action items from the previous Alerts TWG, and a few brief announcements by the TWG Chair, Grace Baratta-Perez, including: 

· Update on the status of Alerts Version 4.1.0.0 was provided. At the time of the May TWG meeting, details for submission of our segments to DISA were being finalized.

· Current update on status of Alerts Version 4.1.0.0: Segments and documentation suite have been delivered to DISA. DISA requested a few minor fixes, which we completed and sent to Esther Williams, who re-submitted the updated items to DISA CM. Despite these minor formatting fixes, DISA has allowed us to keep the same CM numbers.

2. Rob Sanders of MITRE, supporting DISA, briefed the TWG on the preliminary results of his performance testing of Alerts Version 4.1.0.0, both JMS and C++ clients:

Rob’s briefing describes the approach he has taken to date in his performance testing, test parameters, configuration, results, preliminary conclusions, and next steps. Attendees discussed some suggestions as to further testing that can be done. All were asked to send their specific feedback to Rob Sanders for his consideration as he does ongoing testing on Alerts. In addition, Rob provided feedback to the Alerts development team on some limitations that he encountered in Alerts when he did his testing. Alerts development team has obtained a copy of Rob’s test code, and is working on fixing limitations reported. For more details, Rob’s performance briefing can be accessed via the new secure military web site that has been set up for Alerts. A

username/password is required to access this site. Please contact Eric Johnson, ejohns39@csc.com, 732-427-2033 or 732-427-5213 (DSN 987) is you wish to obtain a username/password.

3. Brian Pulis of Logicon INRI, supporting GCCS, briefed the TWG on an overview of his C4I Alerts Presentation Layer (CAPL) project. CAPL is an application presently being designed, which will provide an alerts presentation layer including a generic, multimedia, ready for end-use alerting capability along with an extensible framework for custom, more complex alerting requirements of C4I systems. The intent is for CAPL to be built upon the existing DII COE Alerts Services segments for its client/server Alerts infrastructure. The briefing provides a working overview of the CAPL application components, and examples of possible ways in which mission application segments might exploit its capabilities. Brian’s briefing generated a lot of interest and discussion among TWG attendees. For details, see Brian’s briefing which was e-mailed to TWG attendees on 4 May 2001. An updated version of the briefing has also been posted to the new secure Alerts Web site referenced in #2 above.

· Plans for next DII COE Alerts Services TWG: 

Attendees discussed the possibility of having the next Alerts Services TWG on 30 May 2001. However, per follow-on e-mails, that date has been pushed out a few weeks. The TWG meeting has now been scheduled for 26 June 2001 in Eatontown, NJ. Agenda and details were e-mailed to the Alerts e-mail distribution list on 31 May 2001.

Before the June Alerts TWG meeting, users should submit Alerts requirements to their service/agency rep, who would then submit them in writing to the TWG, to be reviewed at the June TWG. Service/agency reps should also review previously submitted Alerts requirements to ascertain if they are still valid requirements. 

In addition to requirements discussions, at the June TWG a mini-tutorial will be provided on how Alerts Version 4.1.0.0 works. We will also hear an update on the status of the CAPL project, and an update on Alerts performance testing at the June TWG.

· Action Items resulting from 2 May 2001 Alerts TWG: 

1. Grace took the action items to have the Army PM ATCCS Alerts Web page updated with current delivery information, and to include the Web page URL in meeting minutes:

Action Item Status: Closed. 

The PM ATCCS Web site has been updated. There are three different Alerts Web pages at this time:

· For general Alerts information, please see the Alerts page under the Army PM ATCCS Web site, at the following URL:



http://pmatccs.monmouth.army.mil/pages/divisions/cs/as.asp
· For TWG information, including TWG meeting schedule and meeting minutes, please see the Alerts TWG page at DISA’s DII COE Web site, at the following URL:



http://diicoe.disa.mil/coe/aog_twg/twg/atwg/atwg_page.html
· For engineering releases of Alerts segments not yet approved by DISA, software patches, documentation, Alerts-related briefings, discussion topics, etc., a new secure military web site has been set up as a “QuickPlace.”


* Please note that username and password are required to access this QuickPlace Web site; please contact Eric Johnson if you wish to have access.
2. Alerts development team has the action item to document and provide to the TWG, by our next TWG meeting, a summary of what portions of the JMS specification are and are not implemented by our Alerts product at this time.

Action Item Status: Our first cut at this JMS superset/subset list is on the agenda to be briefed at the June Alerts TWG.

3. Rob Sanders was asked to send his performance test code to the Alerts development team.

Action Item Status: Closed. Rob sent his tests to us. These have already been very helpful to the Alerts team, and Rob’s efforts are greatly appreciated.

4. All attendees should send any ideas and suggestions that they have to Rob Sanders for performance parameters and testing scenarios, for his consideration in ongoing performance testing of Alerts.

Minutes prepared by Grace Baratta-Perez, DII COE Alerts Services TWG Chair
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