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THE SECURE INTELLIGENCE DATA REPOSITORY

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This paper follows the distributed methodology described in and is a technical extension to the paper, Participatory Democracy: An Approach To Data Administration.
  Additionally, the Secure Intelligence Data Repository is an integrated part of the Virtual Information Resource Center (VIRC).  The VIRC is an advanced-shared distributed repository environment currently being developed within the Department of Defense (DoD).  The VIRC is accessible via an Internal network (Intranet) and is based upon leverages of the Health Information Resources Service (HIRS) development effort sponsored by the Department of Defense Health Affairs Community and others Departments and Agencies throughout the DoD.
  The paper, Topology of the Virtual Information Resource Center provides the conceptual, methodological and architectural details of the VIRCs integration strategy that includes the data administration tool SIDR.

SIDR will be put on the internal network and initially implemented (IOC) during fiscal year 1997 with an FOC projected in fiscal year 1998.  It is envisioned that the VIRC/SIDR will become part of a virtually shared knowledge base of information about business lines, community organizations, strategic goals, entities, records, functional business processes, information management, data administration, data standards, metadata, information models, procedures, Information Technology (IT) applications and Information Systems (IS).  The tools and facilities provided within the SIDRs Virtual Environment, will utilize a common intuitive framework to allow users to store, retrieve, manipulate and manage metadata via a single object oriented Graphical User Interface (GUI).  Customers will access and navigate SIDR through the VIRC’s environment via an object oriented (XML) World Wide Web Interface.  This interface enables anyone with a Web browser to locate and utilize the various tools and facilities accommodated within the VIRC/SIDR.


Data (Metadata, object ORBs, XML tags) standardization has become essential for system interoperability in the highly distributed heterogeneous computing environments.  Standard data structures provide a common view of enterprise data that helps reduce redundancy in data collection, reduces the need for specialized applications to facilitate data interchange, and improve the intellectual compatibility between data sets by standardizing the definition and domain of data values.  The schedule driven environment of the development process that often ignores the process for standardizing data hinders the achievable goal of data (metadata) standardization and increasing organizational performance.


The Secure Intelligence Data Repository (SIDR) is the initial operational implementation of a classified data standardization process designed to meet those schedule driven requirements of today’s environment.  The objective of SIDR is to integrate into the Virtual Information Resource Center (VIRC).  SIDR primarily provides Data Managers/Administrators, Systems Developers and Database Developers a common information workbench with a process and capabilities to meet their goal of achieving interoperability across multiple Automated Information Systems (AIS).  The SIDR consists of several commercial and government applications and integration functionality under a common object oriented Graphical User Interface (GUI), designed to provide a data management workbench.


Today’s Information Management challenges cannot be compared with industrial era organizational structures because data are the cells of the new information based era.  As quantum physicists have determined about matter, the fact that matter is both particle and wave, biologists are seeing all phenomena as inseparable elements of a living system.  These holistic views, versus the “either/or” approaches of the past, must be integrated in managing the information-based organization.  The VIRC/SIDR allows this by decentralization of people and the utilization of interconnecting technologies.


Computer networks can only fully realize their potential to an organization through innovative communications media, such as the VIRC/SIDR, when built in an environment, which encourages more openness, collaboration and the free exchange of expression.  The VIRC/SIDR represents a better implementation process based on standards applied on a solid foundation that will allow the future visions of organizations to be built on.


The VIRC/SIDR supports the challenges and vision put forth to the organization in order to lead it into the next millennium.  The VIRC/SIDR allows the work force a common view of enterprise data that helps reduce redundancy in data collection, reducing the need for specialized applications to facilitate data interchange, and improve the intellectual compatibility between data sets by standardizing the definition and domain of data values, among people in multiple locations.


The Secure Intelligence Data Repository (SIDR) is the initial operational implementation of a classified data standardization process designed to meet those schedule driven requirements of today’s environment, particularly within the Intelligence Community.  Standard data structures will provide the schedule driven environment of the development process with standardized data. 
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